POIEMA - GREEK WORD STUDY

-

“For we are his iuofkmd.nship, his masterpie created in Christ Jeéﬁsfor good works,
which God afore prepared that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10 ASV).

GOD’S POIEMA: Beloved, if you are IN CHRIST by grace through faith (Eph 2:8,9), do you
know what God says about you in Ephesians 2:10? You are God’s “WORKMANSHIP, created

IN CHRIST JESUS for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.”

The Greek word for “WORKMANSHIP” is POIEMA which gives us our English words POEM
and POETRY. Poiema means “something made” and in context is something made by God
Himself. As a new creation skillfully and artfully created IN CHRIST JESUS (2 Cor 5:17), have
you ever thought of your new (supernatural) life as a work of “divine poetry?”

Beloved, as believers “each of our lives is the papyrus on which the Master is producing a work
of art that will fill the everlasting ages with His praise.” (S Gordon) You are God’s masterpiece.
You are His poem. You are His work of art. When we look at ourselves this way, we begin to
understand our incredible value in Christ. Indeed, as C S Lewis said “We are a divine work of
art.” “If Rembrandt’s artistic masterpieces have great, undisputed value, would not God’s one-
of-a-kind human masterpieces convey even greater value?”” (D Robertson) Timothy Keller asks
“Do you know what it means that you are God’s workmanship? What is art? Art is beautiful, art
is valuable, and art is an expression of the inner being of the maker, of the artist. Imagine what
that means.

You’re beautiful, you’re valuable, and you’re an expression of the very inner being of the Artist,
the divine Artist, God Himself.



You see, when Jesus gave Himself on the Cross, He didn’t say, “I’m going to die just so you
know I love you.” He said, “I’m going to die, I’'m going to bleed, for your splendor. I’'m going to
re-create you into something beautiful. I will turn you into something splendid, magnificent. 'm
the Artist; you’re the art. I’'m the Painter; you’re the canvas. I’'m the Sculptor; you’re the marble.
You don’t look like much there in the quarry, but I can see. Oh, I can see!” Jesus is an Artist!”
And you beloved are His crowning achievement, His masterpiece!

The idea of poiema is that our new life in Christ is like a poem which expresses “form and
pattern along with beauty. Like the underside of grandmother’s cross-stitch, the everyday of our
lives may look to be knotted and hopelessly tangled. But when we turn the fabric over, we see
design and beauty that was there all along but that we never foresaw.” (Gage) Perhaps you don’t
feel much like a work of divine poetry, but regardless of how you feel, the truth about 1/6 you as
God’s workmanship, is that you are His “MASTERPIECE” (NLT), His “HANDIWORK”
(NAB), His “WORK OF ART” (NJB), in fact, a work of art that is one of a kind! You are
“custom designed”, “tailor-made,” by the Master’s hand. “Each of our lives is the canvas on
which the Master is producing a work of art that will fill the everlasting ages with His praise.”

God knows what we are fitted for far better than we know ourselves. He who made us knows
whereof we are made. He won’t put “square pegs into round holes. If we would be useful in
Christ’s service our wisdom is “to have no plan except to enter into His plan for us and imitate
Paul who said “Lord, what do you want me to do? (to which Jesus replied) “Arise and go to
Damascus and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.” (Acts 9:6,
Acts 22:10)

ILLUSTRATION — Kent Hughes — “In Christ we are of untold worth. This great truth may be
hard to actually take hold of as we exist in frail human bodies carried along in the rush of
modern-day busyness. Some of us have had things happen which make us doubt our worth. But
we are His “workmanship” — His work of art. Moreover, we are in process (Phil 1:6).
Michelangelo was once asked what he was doing as he chipped away at a shapeless rock. He 3/6
replied, “I’m liberating an angel from this stone.” That’s what God is doing with us. We are in
the hands of the Great Maker, the ultimate Sculptor Who created the universe out of nothing, and
He has never yet thrown away a rock on which He has begun a masterwork. His tools are Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit, His Word, and the preaching of the Word.” And often God’s Spirit
uses difficult circumstances or difficult people to sculpt our character into His “masterpieces”
conformed to the image of His Son (Ro 8:29).“In Christ” we are of untold worth. This great truth
may be hard to actually take hold of as we exist in frail human bodies carried along in the rush of
modern-day busyness. Some of us have had things happen which make us doubt our worth. But
we are his “workmanship” — his work of art. Moreover, we are in process.

THE CRAFTSMAN’S TOUCH - Dennis Fisher writes “I recently saw a documentary about the
making of a Steinway piano. It traced the meticulous care that goes into crafting this fine
instrument. From the cutting of trees until the piano appears on a showroom floor, it goes
through countless delicate adjustments by skilled craftsmen.



When the year-long process is complete, accomplished musicians play the piano and often
comment on how the same rich sounds could never be produced by a computerized assembly
line. The secret to the final product is the craftsman’s touch. When the tabernacle was built, we
see that God also valued the craftsman’s touch. He chose the craftsman Bezalel and said of him:
“I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting
jewels for setting, in carving wood” (Ex. 31:3-5). Today God’s Spirit dwells in the hearts of
believers (who are His temple — 1Cor 6:19). Yet the call to craftsmanship has not ended. Now
each individual believer is God’s “workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10-note). The Master Craftsman
is the Holy Spirit, who chips away at flaws in our character to make each of us like Jesus (Ro
8:28, 29). And as we yield to His workmanship, we will find that the secret to the final product is
the Craftsman’s touch.”

THE DIVINE PRODUCT

What we are

The word translated “workmanship” (poiema) means that which has been made or is the
result of someone’s work. The noun occurs only twice in the New Testament and in both
instances it is used of God’s creative activity. In Romans 1:20 it is rendered “the things that are
made” (ASV) and refers to the material creation. This world is not the result of a chance
evolutionary process; it is the direct result of the creative work of the Eternal God. “The heavens
declare the glory of God” (Ps. 19:1 ASV). Here in Ephesians 2:10 the noun refers to the spiritual
creation resulting from the regenerative work of God in human life. “Just as the words of Psalm
100:3 refer in similar terms to the first creation of humankind, so here Paul points to humanity’s
recreation in Christ Jesus as being wholly a divine work.”

The Greek term here translated “workmanship” (poiema) is the word from which we get
our English word “poem.” In a very real sense the redeemed person is God’s poetry. If the
material world reveals God’s handiwork (Ps. 19:1), how much more should redeemed humanity
be the instrument through which God reveals his grace and glory. We stand in awe before the
majestic beauty of the towering mountain rearing its mighty peak into the blue of the sky. We are
entranced with the beauty and perfection of the delicate flower that wafts its sweet fragrance on
the evening air. We revel in the matchless beauties of the sunset skies as the divine Artist in
flaming colors flings His painting against the heavenly canvas. More marvelous is the beauty of
a transformed individual soul set into harmony with the eternal God through redeeming grace. It
is truly God’s poem, the acme of His creative work!

The translators of The Jerusalem Bible here render the noun poiema as “a work of art,”
somewhat expanding the picture. God’s creative work is never slovenly or careless and His work
with the saints is no exception. God has a profound purpose and plan in carrying through His
work with the redeemed—a plan that reaches far beyond present time and place.



In accordance with His eternal purpose God is now giving the angelic world a display of
His manifold wisdom through the church (Eph 3:10). Moreover, God will use the saints to
“display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ
Jesus”(Eph 2:7). The Church is to be used by God as the crowning example of His infinite
wisdom, power and love.

Whose we are

In the Greek word order “we are his workmanship” (autou esmen poiema) “his” stands
emphatically forward, “His workmanship are we.” It puts the emphasis upon the divine origin of
the redemption we now enjoy. What we now are is due entirely to His grace. This leaves no
room for pride and boasting on our part. “A ‘self-made man’ is almost inevitably badly made, a
jerry-built sample of overweening self-esteem; but when our Maker recasts us in His own image
we are . . . no longer intent on steering our vessel for ourselves, but willing to will and to do
God’s good pleasure even at the expense of our own wills.” As Paul reminded the Corinthians:
“You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body” (1
Cor. 6:19b-20 N1V).

How we became this

With the use of a participle construction, “created in Christ Jesus” (ktisthentes en Christo
lesou), Paul explained how we became such a divine “workmanship.” The aorist passive
participle declares it to be a past God-wrought reality. In Genesis we have the account of the first
creation, when God brought humankind into being; here we have a second creative act, when
God brought our spiritual life into being. The first was a definite creative act; no less a creative
act is here involved.

In individual experience this new creation takes place at conversion. When repentant
sinners in faith accept Christ as Savior, they are made new creatures. God does not merely
reform them but imparts to them a new nature. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2
Cor. 5:17 NIV). But this being made “a new creation” takes place only in union with Christ
Jesus. We were “created in Christ Jesus.” He was the agent of the original creation (John 1:3),
and He likewise is the sphere in which the new creation is wrought. This new creation is begun,
continued, and consummated “in Christ Jesus.”

THE DIVINE PURPOSE

Having shown that believers are God’s Masterpiece as the acme of God’s creative action,
Paul at once indicated the divine purpose for God’s Masterpiece. God’s work is never
purposeless; His deliberate purpose for believers is at once indicated by the words “for good
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works.” Believers are saved “for good works” “just as a tree may be said to be created for its
fruit.”

Good works and salvation

This reference to “good works” stands in striking contrast to the denial, “not of works,” in
the preceding verse. Paul emphatically denies that salvation can be gained by works of any kind,
however good they may appear before human eyes (2:9).



This exclusion of good works for salvation has a vital purpose, “that no man should
glory.” Had salvation been procured by good works of any kind, the inevitable result would have
been that heaven would have become a “mutual self-admiration society.”

Clearly, while we were dead in our trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1) we could not engage in
meritorious good works of any kind. Then we could only fulfill “the desires of the flesh and of
the mind” (2:3). “No matter how amiable or upright a sinner may be in the eyes of men, he
cannot produce anything that meets God’s standard until he has divine life.” But now that we
have been made “new creatures” in Christ, it is God’s purpose that our works reveal the reality of
our salvation. We work not to be saved, but because we have been saved. Good works are the
fruit, never the root, of salvation. To reverse that order is to invite endless confusion and error.
That would be like saying that the apples on the apple tree produce the tree. It is the living apple
tree that produces the apples, but the apples never produce the tree. Likewise the new nature
imparted in regeneration produces the good works, but our good works never produce the new
creation. Fallen, sinful human beings must first be made good before “good works” can be
produced.

There is sometimes confusion and false teaching on the question of the relation of works to
salvation. Christian missionaries relate that there is a prevailing belief in the non-Christian world
that human beings must do something meritorious to gain salvation. It has well been said that
salvation by works is a universal heresy.

The confusion extends to professed Christendom. The well-known view of Roman
Catholic theology is that faith in Christ is needed but that works must be added to assure
justification. It fails to accept Paul’s ringing assertion in the immediately preceding verses: “for
by grace have you been saved through faith; . . . it is the gift of God; not of works™ (2:8-9a). On
the other hand, equally to be rejected is any theology which “extols justification divorced from
sanctification, forgiveness without a corresponding change in life.” “Paul’s teaching is travestied
when righteousness of living and a high moral tone to life become forgotten on the mistaken
assumption that Christians can live carelessly, for if they sin their lapses only give the grace of
God more room for display.” Such libertinism which throws off all moral discipline is clearly
condemned by Paul’s express assertion that those saved by faith have been “created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them” (2:10b).

The meaning of “good works”

In the New Testament “good works” (ergoi agathoi) are postulated only of the saved. The
adjective describes that which has goodness of character and is beneficial in its effect. In a moral
sense, as here, it is frequently used of persons and of things. Thus “good works” denotes deeds
which are “morally honorable, pleasing to God, and therefore beneficial.” They stand in direct
contrast to the works of the law mentioned in Galatians 2:16 as attempts to earn salvation. They
are the personal services of those who have been saved. Believers are often encouraged in
Scripture to produce good works (e.g., 1 Tim. 6:18; Titus 3:14; Heb. 10:24).



Believers“‘good works” are the services by the redeemed individual in conformity to the
will of God (Eph 2:14). In the sentence “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore
prepared,” the pronoun rendered “which” (hois) may be understood as masculine and the
expression rendered “whom God afore prepared.” So understood the statement asserts that God
has prepared the saints themselves to walk in the good works in view when He made them new
creatures in Christ. But it is commonly accepted that the pronoun hois is used for the neuter ha
by attraction to agree with the words “good works” (ergois agathois) just before it. The context
clearly supports that the reference is to the “good works” which God prepared beforehand for the
saints to walk in. But the fact that God did indeed equip the believers to walk in good works is
clear from the assertion “created in Christ Jesus for good works.” In His work of regeneration
God implanted in the believer the ability to do good. If God is to adjudge the services of the
believer as “good works," they must arise as the outworking of the divine will in his or her life.
Any works, however apparently good in themselves, if contrary to God’s known will for that
believer, are not “good works” in God’s sight. Good works are deeds and services in loving
obedience to God’s known will.

THE DIVINE PLAN

The reality of the plan

God has a plan for the lives of His redeemed children. Many believers, confronted with
this truth, have been brought into a revolutionary experience. It is only reasonable that our loving
Lord should have a plan for His own! Intelligent workmen have definite plans for the impressive
works of their hands. The architect has his plans all worked out in detail before the first spade of
dirt is turned in the construction of the giant skyscraper. The shipbuilder has a complete plan for
the vessel even before the first timbers are laid. The general has his plans for his soldiers on the
field of battle. Why then should it be thought incredible that the omniscient God should have a
plan for the lives of each of His redeemed?

God has a plan for all of His vast creation. The scientific study of our universe reveals a
definite plan and order in all things He has created, from the tiny atom to the measureless
expanses of the starry skies. Everywhere there is evidence of creative purpose, plan, and order.
Even the little snowflakes that come fluttering down from a wintery sky are constructed
according to a definite design. Every one of them is formed around a methodical six-sided
arrangement; according to scientists every individual snowflake has its own peculiar plan. There
are no two snowflakes exactly alike!

If God can create such infinite variety in the little snowflake, surely He can be trusted to
have a plan for our own lives. Someone has rightly said, “In all the ages there never has been and
never will be a man, a woman, just like me. I have no double.” Each life is a fresh thought of
God.

The preparation of the plan

Paul stresses that the preparation of this plan for believers is in the hands of God: we were
“created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared.” The aorist tense verb
rendered “afore prepared” (proetoimasen) is a compound form which occurs elsewhere in the
New Testament only in Romans 9:23. The simple verb means “to prepare, to make ready,” while



the preposition pro, “before, beforehand,” stresses that God’s action in preparing these good
works for believers has already taken place; the aorist tense views that work as accomplished.
The preparation of those works took place in time past and now awaits to be performed by
believers as they appear on the scene of history. Henry Alford points to the analogy of the tree
and its fruit. . . . “they were created for fruits which God before prepared that they should bear
them: i.e. defined and assigned to each tree its own, in form, and flavor, and time of bearing. So
in the course of God’ s providence, our good works are marked out for and assigned to each one
ofus.”

This same verb is used of God’s preparation of believers as “vessels of mercy, which he
afore prepared unto glory” (Rom. 9:23 ASV). The great Architect of our lives has already
prepared the character of the “good works” we are to do. “And if one asks us where we are to
find these good works, the context suggests the answer: in Christ Jesus, in whom we are created
Christians.” These good works are the fruit of God’s regeneration; as the fruit of that new life
they reveal its true nature.

The living out of the plan

Long ago God prepared His plan for our life of good works, “that we should walk in
them.” The plan is ready and waiting for us to live it out, but it remains unfulfilled unless we find
it and seek to follow it. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to guide us in the understanding and
acceptance of God’s plan for us in the light of the scriptural revelation of His will. As obedient
children we follow the plan of God for us as we seek to live in fellowship with our precious Lord
and Savior. As Westcott remarks, “However definitely the action of the Christian may be limited
by his inheritance and his environment, by his powers and his circumstances, he is still
responsibly free; and by true service he can realize his freedom. No necessity constrains him, but
‘in Christ’ he can fulfill his own part.”

We may not always understand all that God has planned for us, nor to see the significance
of some of the features of the plan, yet we can trust that our loving Lord has planned it all for our
eternal good. When His plan develops differently than we had thought or hoped, we can yet trust
His wisdom. In such an hour it is a comfort to know “that to them that love God, He works all
things unto good, to those as called ones according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28 literal rendering).
In the assurance of a fully yielded will, may we say with the poet,

To find God’s plan for his own life, one must believe, on the basis of God’s Word, that God has
such a plan for one’s life. Believing that God has a plan for their lives, believers must ask God to
reveal it to them. They must be open to learn and appropriate the Scriptural teachings concerning
God’s will. Having asked God to reveal to us His plan for us, we must be willing to accept and
obey as much as God reveals to us. God does not often reveal His whole plan for our lives at
once. But He will reveal enough of his plan so that we can actively appropriate and obey His
leadings. We must be willing to take one step at a time as God leads. If the next step is not clear,
the yielded believer patiently waits until God reveals what the next step should be. Either
impatiently to rush ahead of clear leading or to refuse to accept what He has revealed as His will
for us is certainly to miss some phases God’s plan in our lives.
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